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Size of Explosion and Speed
of Nuclear Development
Were Not Forescen

By JOIL NW. FINNEY

Special to The Now York Tlmes
WASHINGTON, June 17 -
The Atomic Enecrgy Commis-

‘sion, confirming today that
‘Communist China had exploded ;

'a hydrogen bomb device, said
hie blast had an explosive force!

*qual to scveral million tons of
TNT.

Uniteg States of £1cials were !
somewhat surprised by the Chi-|

nese test, which was viewed as
further cvidence of the unex-
pectedly rapid progress being!
made by Pcking in developing
2 nuclear arsenal. While it was
cuown to be working on thetl
Sarsign of a thermonuclear de-
" ice, the test came’ sooner than
hiad been generally predicted by
luﬂn ted States intelligence offi-|

no reason to question that Com-
munist China exploded its first
thermonuclear device.”
Spokesmen said the test “con-
' firms that China had developed
+& thermonuclear capability.”
o Senior military analysts in
W:\shington believed that the
L Chinest  announcetient of the
Jsuccessful test would intensify
‘political pressure for the de-
ployment of a missile defence,
system  around the United:
States. But they felt there would:
not be anactual threat to .\m;r-}
ican cities until the Chincse
have built up a force of inter-
national ballistic missiles.

The test took place yester-
iday. Based on preliminary ace
Lcounts -and seismic measure-
ments it appeared to have had
jzm explosive yield of at least
three megatons—the cquivalent
tof three millien tons of TNT.
A device capable of producing
{such an explosion would be ten
times more powerful than any!
previously tested by the Chi-
inese and cqual to the largest
warheads on United States in-
itercontinental ballistic missiles.
21 A determination of the pre-
reise nature of the device and
1how it was exploded — on a
| tower or suspended from a bal-
loon-—-will require a detailed an-
alysls of the radioactive debris
ifor mthe explosion. The collee-
i tion of airborne debris by plancs
and its analyis at United States

_gials |

Contributing to the surprise

of Amecrican officials was the)

absence of specific information
that a nuclcar test was immi-
ment at the Chincse Test site
at Lob Nor, in northwestern’
China, although it was known "
ithat preparations for furtncr
'ftcsts were under way.

i Confirmation Comes Quickly
{ Within a few hours after the
announcement by the Pekins

radio, however, the Atomic En-..

ergy Commission confirmed the’
test, The commission issued- the
{ollowing statomont.

No Z'mm«‘dmto Tl‘.rmt Seen

“Comimunist Cliina has deto-

nated a nuclear device at [the]
Lop Nor nuclear test site, The
yvield was in the range of scv-
eral megatons. This is the sixth,
Chinese nuclear test confirme
by the TUnited States.”

While the commission used
only the term “nuclear device,”
there was 1o question in the
minds of American officials, on
the basis of the large explosive
yield, that & thermonuclear test
had been conducted. In answor
to questions, a spokesman for

laboratories in the Far East are
[expected to take several days.
China Lacks Biy Bombers
Among American #tomic ex-
perts the general belief was
that China was developing a
shydrogen homb warhead for an
'ntmcontmr\m(d ballistic missile
rather than a bomb designed to
he dropped from an a,rnhno
“This belief was based in pmt on
tthe fact that Communist China
'ha-, no, leng-range bombers but
;s Jown to be: developing an
sintercontinental missile.,
The presumption of American
officials was that Communist
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.in developing a thermonuclear!
idevice was ccrtam to intreduce:
iserious new political and mili-
tary factors into the atomxc
arms race. -

Once again the officials cme
phasized, as they have after
cach of the five preceding tests,.
that Communist Chma even,
with a hydrogen bomb, was not:
in a position to challen% the
overwhelming nuclear power of]
the United States. |
Treaty Complications Possible |

They added, however, that, m!

addition to increasing Pressure
for the deployment of an anti-;
ballistic missile defense systcm,
in the United States, the Chi-!
nese test might complicate nc~o-!
tiations foz a treaty to 1~a1t'
the spread of nuclear weapons.
From the United States stand-’
point, the test emplmﬁum the’
urgency of reaching agreement
on a txc&ty before thexe is a
further increase in the number
of nuclear powers.

At the same time, the offi-
clals said, the Chincse test
would only contribute to the
reluctance of such countries as
Indiz and Japan te sign a
treaty renouncing the nﬂht to
develop atomic wedpons,

Although the Chinecse test
came amid tallk of a possible
meeting between Premier Alox-
sci hmyffm and President John
son, its possible effects on such
a meeting were largely a mat-
ter of conjecture among Amer-
ican- officials.,

The test, it was belioved,
might increase the desire of the
two lexders to malke concessions,
permitting a rapid agreement]

Tiina had not ‘devaloped a de-
liverabic  thermonuclear war-,

on a lreaty Lo stop the spread
of nuclear weapons. The two

head. They acknowledyed, how-lxides are now divided on the

wrevr. hat its. unexvected.sheed!

the commission said, “We have *

inspection requirements.
-
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